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February 25 
HE Brazilian military dictator¬ 
ship, self-assuredly surveying its 
immense national domain from 
the inland capital of Brasilia, may well 
be the only government in the world to 
be quietly delighted over what amounts 
to a widespread defeat at the polls. 
That, at any rate, was the impression I 
gained during a visit to Brasilia about a 
month after the congressional elections, 
which were held on November 15th. 
A point made to me over and over 
again in private conversations with the 
most senior officials in this city was that 
President Ernesto Geisel had risked the 
holding of elections (confined, of 
course, to the two parties allowed to 
exist in Brazil) as an experiment de¬ 
signed to end the country’s decade of 
dictatorship and utter political stagna¬ 
tion and to open the way for an even¬ 
tual return to some sort of democratic 
rule. All this, of course, contradicts 
the expected policy of military dictator¬ 
ships—it certainly is in vivid contrast 
with the activities of the Chilean mili¬ 
tary junta, on the other side of the 
continent—but then Brazilian politics 
have always been somewhat paradoxi¬ 
cal, and the current turn of events 
is no exception. President Geisel’s per¬ 
sonal satisfaction over the results 
stems from his conviction that, in order 
to face the realities posed not only by 
great structural changes in the country 
but also by the coming of age of a 
new generation of voters, Brazil must 
move off political dead center—even 
if that movement should mean a sound 
electoral defeat at the hands of the 
democratic opposition. General Geisel, 
who was chosen for the Presidency a 
year ago by the country’s ruling gener¬ 
als and admirals, would probably have 
preferred that the government’s party 
take less of a beating, but he thinks 
that the country can live happily with 


the new state of affairs, since it con¬ 
forms, more or less, to his notion that 
it is possible to phase out an entrenched 
dictatorship peacefully and to move 
step by step toward democracy. 

Actually, the government’s party, 
ARENA (the name is the Portuguese 
acronym for “National Renovation 
Alliance”), was able to retain a ma¬ 
jority in both the Senate and the 
Chamber of Deputies, but the majority 
was slashed so drastically and unexpect¬ 
edly by the opposition Brazilian Dem¬ 
ocratic Movement, or M.D.B., that in 
relative and politically practical terms 
the elections were an unquestioned 
censure of the government. In the Sen¬ 
ate, where a third of the sixty-six seats 
were at stake, the M.D.B. increased its 
representation from seven seats to 
twenty; arena’s total fell from fifty- 
nine seats to forty-six. If the entire 
Senate had been up for reelection, 
ARENA would certainly have lost its 
two-thirds majority—which is neces¬ 
sary for naming committee chairmen. 
All three hundred and sixty-four seats 
in the Chamber of Deputies were con¬ 
tested, and there ARENA did lose two- 
thirds control. The M.D.B. increased 
its Chamber seats to a hundred and 
sixty from eighty-seven, while arena’s 
strength dropped from two hundred 
and twenty-three deputies to two hun¬ 
dred and four. (In the old Cham¬ 
ber, there were three hundred and 
ten seats, but the membership was 
increased to three hundred and sixty- 
four in 1974 because of population 
growth.) This means that the govern¬ 
ment will no longer have the power to 
ram legislation through automatically 
when the new Congress convenes here, 
on March 1st. In fact, arena’s forty- 
four-vote majority in the Chamber of 
Deputies may not be secure on highly 
controversial votes, and this is a far 
cry from the last Congress, in which 


the government party had a hundred 
and thirty-six more votes than the op¬ 
position. A third is enough to form in¬ 
vestigative committees, summon Cabi¬ 
net ministers for testimony, and propose 
constitutional amendments. Not even 
the M.D.B. leaders I met had antici¬ 
pated the huge pluralities amassed 
by their candidates or the landslide 
victories that occurred in all the key 
states. One M.D.B. deputy from Rio 
de Janeiro won eleven hundred and 
forty per cent more votes than he had 
received four years before, when the 
elections were mere window dressing 
for the dictatorship. 

During my visit, I found that the 
Brazilian newspapers, which have been 
laboring under some degree of cen¬ 
sorship for a decade, had no inhibi¬ 
tions about reporting that the govern¬ 
ment had been defeated in the elec¬ 
tions. As the censors sat on their hands, 
the widely read liberal weekly Opmiao 
ran on its front page the headline 
“WHAT IS THIS M.D.B. THAT WON?” 
One of the interesting things about 
current Brazilian politics, Opmiao 
pointed out, is the makeup of the new 
M.D.B. The party was created by the 
military regime in 1966, along with 
ARENA, to give some credibility to the 
fiction that a measure of democracy 
had been maintained in Brazil. This 
was two years after military leaders 
had overthrown the corrupt and cha¬ 
otic government of President Joao 
Goulart and, not long afterward, dis¬ 
solved the thirteen existing parties. The 
idea for the two new parties came from 
President Humberto Castelo Branco,an 
Army marshal. Both ARENA and— 
with a few notable exceptions—the 
M.D.B. were filled with pliant old 
politicians who had been around ever 
since the Brazilian Army, then imbued 
with postwar democratic ideals, over¬ 
threw the dictatorship of Getulio Var- 
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the form of a coarsening of his talent. 
Typecast here, he gives a conscientious 
performance, but he gets clammy, 
mirthless laughs, and he looks humili¬ 
ated. At the end of the picture, when 
Mel regains his self-respect, Lemmon 
can’t convince us—or the muscles of 
his face—that anything has changed. 

You don’t have to he a New Yorker 
to recognize that this movie is lying to 
you: your instinct tells you that, deep 
down, Neil Simon was never a prisoner 
of Second Avenue and that it’s all dis¬ 
placement. Can it be that Lemmon and 
Simon, both men of talent who give in 
to the tastes of a mass audience they 
can’t fully respect, don’t know how 
else to perform now, and mourn for 
themselves even as they go on giving 
in? Maybe the reason that the urban 
despair in “Prisoner” never makes 
much sense is that it’s a disguise for 
an artist’s despair, and for disappoint¬ 
ments that a plumber and a plasterer 
can’t fix. 

Clark Gable, publicized as an out¬ 
door type (“a man’s man”), started 
to live up to the image and became a 
shooting-and-fishing enthusiast. Greg¬ 
ory Peck carries his sensible-man Lin- 
colnesque image; Charlton Heston 
speaks in the weighted, sepulchral tones 
of Moses. Jack Lemmon’s face says 
that the giddy comic spirit of his youth 
has left him and that he feels defeat¬ 
ed—by success. 

Neil Simon locks us in with a pan¬ 
icking nonentity who is a mask for a 
phenomenally successful purveyor of 
middle-class reassurance humor. Si¬ 
mon’s grieving has the sickly odor of 
not calling attention to yourself. He 
makes himself small, as if to ward off 
danger. He cracks bad jokes as if he 
couldn’t afford not to. 

Simon says there’s no escape for his 
hero. When Mel and Edna take a trip 
to the suburbs, Mel walks in poison ivy 
and stretches out on fresh fertilizer. 
It’s degradation humor, and, in con¬ 
text, mercilessly unfunny. Simon’s 
writing and Lemmon’s acting are dis¬ 
tress signals; maybe they both assume 
that we’re all so insensitive that we 
can laugh at the pain they’re showing 
us. — Pauline Kael 

• 

The pawnbroker, a stubborn vestige of 
America’s storied past, is apparently on 
the way out in Boston. 

He is going the way of the shoeshine 
boy, the blacksmith and the organ grind¬ 
er’s money—all casualties of the times. 

—Boston Globe. 

It’s not confined to organ-grinders, 
either. 
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gas, in 1945. In 1966, a two-party 
Congress was elected, but the new 
President, Artur da Costa e Silva, an¬ 
other marshal, closed it in 1968. In 
1970, the military dictatorship decided 
to reestablish Congress, and new elec¬ 
tions were held. ARENA’S candidates 
were handpicked by the military lead¬ 
ers, and the M.D.B. came up with a 
list of safe names, although a dozen or 
so real independents did sneak in on 
the M.D.B. ticket. Some of the more 
independent candidates were actually 
elected, but there were so few of them 
that the government chose to make no 
issue of it. In four years, only two 
minor pieces of legislation proposed by 
the M.D.B. won approval in Congress. 
But things may be different now, for 
in November the party underwent a 
major change. The voters swept into 
office dozens of young M.D.B. candi¬ 
dates, some in their twenties, who were 
unknown politically. They were high¬ 
ly persuasive to the electorate, appar¬ 
ently, and they came across on tele¬ 
vision much better than the tired old 
faces of the ARENA politicians. In Sao 
Paulo, a former Finance Minister and 
state governor was beaten in a Senate 
race by a young provincial mayor, of 
whom almost nobody had heard two 
months earlier. And in the northeast¬ 
ern state of Rio Grande do Norte an 
ARENA senator—the most elegant 
man in the old Congress—lost to a 
tattooed former sailor and truck driver. 

W HEN I arrived in Brasilia, after 
an initial stopover in Rio de 
Janeiro (which ceased to be the capital 
of Brazil fifteen years ago but re¬ 
mains an enormously active political 
center), politicians and journalists alike 
had generally come to accept the results 
of the November elections as a mile¬ 
stone in the Geisel government’s plans 
to restore some form of democracy to 
the country. Immediately after the 
elections, some Brazilians feared that 
a few hard-line military leaders—many 
refer to them as “gorillas”—might at¬ 
tempt a coup d’etat to annul the elec¬ 
tion results, but by mid-December 
Geisel and his top advisers were bask¬ 
ing in pride over having carried off, 
with no complications, the first free 
elections in Brazil since the military 
revolution of March 31, 1964. And 
six weeks after the elections Geisel felt 
so secure politically that in a nationally 
televised year-end speech he congratu¬ 
lated the M.D.B. on its “victories” in 
key races and on its “substantial ad¬ 
vance” in political representation in 
general. Praising the opposition party 
for its “self-discipline,” the President 
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remarked that ARENA had ruined itself 
“during the long period of a com¬ 
fortable but debilitating majority posi¬ 
tion.’’ In language of the sort not 
heard in Brazil since the dictatorship 
created the two parties, Geisel chas¬ 
tized ARENA for having behaved as if 
it were living in a “one-party state,” 
and counselled the party to modern¬ 
ize itself. The M.D.B.’s gains, lie 
said, should be a warning “to the few 
who dream of an anti-democratic, 
supposedly monolithic one-party struc¬ 
ture.” 

A major problem for Geisel and his 
allies now is to prevent the M.D.B. 
and other Brazilians in opposition to 
the regime from attempting to engage 
in political revenge against the military 
establishment, which has a ten-year 
history of brutal repression and torture 
involving real, suspected, and imagined 
“anti-revolutionary” militants. Even 
though Geisel enjoys the loyalty of the 
nation’s most important troop com¬ 
manders, he and his moderate military 
allies could be deposed in the event of 
an all-out confrontation affecting the 
interests of the armed forces and the 
nation’s conservative (some say reac¬ 
tionary) businessmen and industrialists. 
For this pragmatic reason, Geisel and 
liis strategists are in constant touch with 
the leaders of the M.D.B.—in Brazil 
it is possible for a dictatorial regime to 
conduct a discreet personal and politi¬ 
cal dialogue with much of the opposi¬ 
tion—and they have received assur¬ 
ances that the M.D.B. will try not to 
upset the current political balance. As 
many of my Brazilian friends told me, 
however, maintaining the control nec¬ 
essary to preserve the balance will be 
the hardest task that Geisel and his al¬ 
lies face in the immediate future. 

As matters now stand, the target 
date for Brazilian democracy is the 
latter part of 1978, when a successor 
to President Geisel must be chosen for 
the next five-year term at the Palacio 
do Planalto, or Plateau Palace, which 
is the modern Presidential office build¬ 
ing at the apex of the airplane-like de¬ 
sign of Brasilia. The capital has the 
shape of a plane with long, broad 
wings and a stubby fuselage. The Su¬ 
preme Court shares this windswept 
apex with the Palacio do Planalto, and 
directly below are the twin twenty- 
six-story office buildings that house the 
chambers of Congress—all grouped 
around the Praqa dos Tres Poderes, or 
Three Powers’ Plaza, to make the 
symbolic point that the executive, the 
judicial, and the legislative branches of 
the government are equal. In the last 
ten years, this equality has been largely 
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I a myth, since four successive military 
Presidents have had little use for the 
Supreme Court and none whatever for 
the rubber-stamp Congress. (Although 
the Presidential term is five years, Gen¬ 
eral Castelo Branco withdrew after 
three years in 1967, and Costa e Silva 
had a stroke in 1969. General Emilio 
G. Medici was the first President since 
the revolution to serve out the full 
term.) The four Presidents, including 
General Geisel, have ruled instead with 
a series of so-called Institutional Acts, 
of which the current one—Institutional 
Act No. 5, which was decreed in 1968, 
after an outbreak of political unrest— 
is a sweeping charter for dictatorial 
license. Geisel and his advisers keep 
reassuring the more nervous generals 
that the continued existence of Act 
No. 5 is a guarantee that things will j 
not get out of hand. It is within Gei- 
sePs discretion whether and how to 
apply this act—it calls for, among other 
things, the closing of the Congress, 
the establishment of martial law, and 
the suspension of habeas corpus in the 
event of a threat to the national se¬ 
curity—but, with the election of the 
new Congress and the new mood in 
Brazil, a lot is bound to change at the 
Three Powers’ Plaza. 

The elections of November 15th— 
held, interestingly, on the anniversary 
of the military coup that overthrew 
Emperor Pedro II, in 1889, and es¬ 
tablished a liberal republic in Brazil— 
were the first step on the road to 
change in Brazil. They were meant 
not only to test GeisePs liberalizing 
program hut also to tell the govern¬ 
ment what Brazilians think and want 
after a decade during which the em¬ 
phasis of the government has been on 
brutal political repression in the name 
of anti-Communism and on stunning 
economic development, based largely 
on private foreign investment, while 
political life in the country has gro¬ 
tesquely atrophied. The idea behind the 
elections was evolved by Geisel and bis 
principal adviser, Golbery do Couto e 
Silva, a retired general, who holds the 
Cabinet-level position of head of the 
Civil Household of the Presidency. 
Both Geisel and Golbery (as he is 
widely known in Brazil) are unusual 
by Brazilian military standards. Geisel, 
the first Protestant to serve as Presi¬ 
dent of Brazil, which is overwhelm¬ 
ingly Roman Catholic, became Chief 
of State after a long, if unspectacular, 
Army career and, more important, a 
long stint as president of Petrobras, the 
state oil monopoly and Brazil’s biggest 
industrial operation. He has the reputa¬ 
tion of being a fine administrator and a 
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moderate, evenhanded man. Unlike his 
predecessor, General Medici, he has no 
caudillo-like inclinations, and he tends 
to reason rather than pound the table 
to achieve his objectives. With his 
gaucho tradition, Geisel is as tough as 
any of the famous horsemen of Rio 
Grande do Sul, but his friends say 
that he is also a humanist, and has been 
deeply disturbed over his inability to 
impose full control over the machinery 
of repression—almost a state within a 
state—that military-intelligence serv¬ 
ices and the police created during the 
decade of dictatorship. 

Golbery is known in Brazil as the 
power behind the throne. He is an in¬ 
tellectual, with friends throughout the 
academic world in Brazil and in the 
United States. In Brasilia, he acts as 
the government’s chief political strate¬ 
gist, and, quite discreetly, as the link 
with the opposition. He has served as 
the chief of the armed forces’ Na¬ 
tional Information Service, which is 
the nation’s principal intelligence or¬ 
ganization. He was extremely close to 
the late General Castelo Branco, the 
first post-revolutionary President of 
Brazil, who had hoped to restore ci¬ 
vilian rule as soon as possible after 
the overthrow of the Goulart govern¬ 
ment but was thwarted by hard-line 
generals and admirals. Golbery, who 
sat out the Medici period as president 
of the Brazilian subsidiary of Dow 
Chemical, thinks that Geisel is picking 
up politically where Castelo Branco 
left off—prodding Brazil again toward 
democracy. Inevitably, Brazil’s right¬ 
wingers blame Golbery for ARENA’S 
losses in November, and are already 
out to get him. Sarcastically, they call 
him “the political Zagalo”—a refer¬ 
ence to the coach of Brazil’s 1974 
World Cup soccer team, who was 
held responsible for its horrendous per¬ 
formance in last year’s playoffs. In 
Brazil, the fortunes of the national 
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soccer team are comparable to political 
victories and defeats. 

According to his friends, Golbery is 
not unduly concerned about the at¬ 
tacks, since the policies of reform tluis 
far have the tacit support of such key 
military men as General Rcinaldo 
Melo Almeida, the commander of the 
First Army (which is based in Rio de 
Janeiro), and General Fritz de Aze- 
vedo Manso, the Army Chief of Staff. 
There have been reports in Brasilia 
that Army units led by officers loyal 
to Geisel and an extra squadron of 
Mirage fighter-bombers were quietly 
moved to the capital the week of the 
elections, just in case some right-wing 
general should get wrong ideas. A 
week or so after the elections, Geisel 
and bis advisers received a signal that 
the military establishment had accept¬ 
ed the results. This was in the form 
of a speech by an Air Force general, 
acting as a spokesman for the armed 
forces, during the annual celebration 
of the military’s putting down of a 
bloody Communist coup attempt in 
1935. Everybody breathed easier when 
the speech produced nothing but praise 
for Geisel and no mention at all of the 
elections. When I asked a friend of 
mine about the military’s attitude, he 
told me, “Let’s imagine that General 
Silvio Coelho da Frota, the Minister of 
the Army, called a meeting of the top 
commanders and said, ‘This election 
is no good for us, and we should call 
out the tanks and force Geisel to annul 
it.’ Well, I can bet you that, starting 
with General Almeida, most of the of¬ 
ficers would say, ‘I’m sorry, but I dis¬ 
agree.’ ” 

In any event, President Geisel is 
taking steps to insure that he does not 
incur the wrath of right-wing military 
leaders. In mid-December, he made 
a point of attending the graduation 
ceremonies of the Brazilian Air Force 
Academy, near Sao Paulo; of the 
Army Command and General Staff 
College and the Superior War Col¬ 
lege, in Rio; of the Military Academy, 
at Agulhas Negras, in the mountains 
above Rio; of the Military Engineering 
Institute, in Rio’s outskirts; and of the 
Air Force Command and General Staff 
College, at the Galeao base, near Rio. 
He also promoted five influential colo¬ 
nels to the rank of general. These ac¬ 
tions, for the time being, will probably 
take care of any problems that Geisel 
might have with the military. 

I F the Geisel government is to suc¬ 
ceed in its aims, one problem that 
it must now turn its attention to is that 
of civil rights. To be sure, Geisel, im- 
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mediately after assuming office last 
March, began to relax press censorship 
and to discourage illegal arrests and 
widespread torture, but the govern¬ 
ment’s opponents agree that, while the 
situation has greatly improved in the 
last year or so, the President has not 
yet brought the virtually independent 
machinery of repression under his con¬ 
trol. A few days after I left Brazil, 
the government took a conciliatory step 
toward the press by removing the cen¬ 
sors from the offices of the hundred- 
year-old O Estado de Sao Paulo , Bra¬ 
zil’s principal daily. By and large, the 
Brazilian press had exercised self-cen¬ 
sorship over the last decade, and, ex¬ 
cept at Estado and a few political 
magazines, there were no censors in 
editorial offices. Editors have a fair 
idea of what the government consid¬ 
ers permissible, and in recent months 
they have sensed that they are being 
granted considerable latitude to discuss 
politics in their columns. They have 
taken advantage of this latitude, and 
not long ago the Jornal do Brasil , in 
Rio, felt free to quote an M.D.B. lead¬ 
er who was insisting that open political 
debate on television should not be con¬ 
fined—as is still the case—to election 
campaigns. Estado refused to go along 
with the idea of self-censorship, on the 
ground that if the government could 
not tolerate a free press it should be 
forced to implement direct censorship. 
Whenever a censor at the Estado 
offices edited an article, obeying 
guidelines from Military Police head¬ 
quarters, the editors filled the result¬ 
ing blank space on the front page with 
such things as poems by Portugal’s 
great early-Renaissance bard Luis de 
Camoes—a gesture that was not lost 
on Estado's readers. Now, for the first 
time in years, the newspaper appears 
without Camoes’ contributions to the 
news pages and other startling literary 
adornments. 

Editors sometimes receive written 
messages from the censorship office 
prohibiting the publication of specific 
news items. On one occasion, a state¬ 
ment by Finance Minister Mario En¬ 
rique Simonsen was censored because 
the military thought that an old ban on 
critical discussion of the Brazilian econ¬ 
omy was still in effect. Simonsen, a 
no-nonsense forty-year-old economist 
turned businessman, who is probably 
the most interesting member of Geisel’s 
Cabinet (in addition to being an out¬ 
standing financial man, he is a mathe¬ 
matician, an opera singer, and an 
accomplished reciter of Moliere), com¬ 
plained to Geisel about the censorship 
order. It was rescinded. Messages sent 
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to editors often provide them with 
news that they might otherwise miss. 
In December, for example, one such 
message advised the newspapers that 
they could not publish the fact that 
Brazilian Army units had briefly en¬ 
tered Paraguayan territory early that 
month to put an end to a wave of bor¬ 
der violence associated with smuggling. 
This was the first time that editors 
in Rio had heard of this military action. 

While the problem of censorship 
does seem to be abating, arbitrary re¬ 
pressive acts by the military and the 
police remain a serious problem for the 
Geisel government. The President has 
sent out word that, unlike his prede¬ 
cessors, he takes a dim view of un¬ 
warranted arrests and tortures. “We 
are under the President’s direct orders 
to report to him personally whenever 
we learn of an illegal arrest, so that he 
can have the person freed,” one of 
GeisePs ministers told me. But the dif¬ 
ficulty is that senior officials often don’t 
hear about incidents of arrest or tor¬ 
ture for a long time, and then it may 
be too late to act. “You see,” one 
Cabinet minister told me, “the revo¬ 
lution has created this enormous ma¬ 
chinery of repression, and it has turned 
into a Frankenstein monster. It’s a 
powerful bureaucracy that needs to 
justify its survival and its huge budg¬ 
ets—and it still has influential allies 
among the top military leaders. For 
damn near ten years, every Army, 
Navy, Air Force, and police com¬ 
mander in the country was told that it 
was O.K. to arrest and torture ‘sub¬ 
versives,’ whatever that means—oppo¬ 
sition lawyers and intellectuals, stu¬ 
dents, priests, nuns, and just about 
any hod y else they wanted. So now they 
can’t understand what has changed. 
And they go on with their brutalities. 
Geisel can cashier a lower-ranking offi¬ 
cer when he hears about torture, but 
it’s another story when a senior regional 
military commander is involved. Some 
of these commanders think it’s bad for 
morale to punish their subordinates for 
a bit of torture. But the worst of the 
problem is that we are such a huge 
country. When a local police chief in 
some remote town in the state of 
Maranhao or Mate) Grosso pulls in 
some poor bastard and tortures the 
hell out of him, we may never hear 
about it. And, mind you, a lot of these 
cases are personal vengeances that have 
nothing to do with our ‘revolution,’ 
but they are justified as being in de¬ 
fense of the regime. Obviously, the 
families won’t complain, because they 
are scared to death—although some 
people now do try to get the word 
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out—and there isn’t a thing we in 
Brasilia can do about it. Maybe this is 
why the M.D.B. did so well in the 
elections, even in the back country.” 

As evidence that military-intelli¬ 
gence services have not yet relinquished 
their independent police powers, Bra¬ 
zilians I talked with during my visit 
pointed to the fact that people are still 
being arrested without reason, even in 
the big cities. In Rio, I was told of a 
young woman lawyer who vanished 
for a week after an unexplained arrest 
by unidentified plainclothes policemen. 
In the northeastern state of Pernam¬ 
buco, where repression is still probably 
the most rampant, several M.D.B. 
candidates just elected to the local leg¬ 
islature were reported to have been 
arrested, but I could not find anyone 
in government who would confirm or 
deny those reports. For one thing, the 
law-enforcement people stick together. 
Recently, a Sao Paulo police commis¬ 
sioner who has the reputation of being 
a notorious torturer was absolved by a 
court of charges that he was involved 
in wanton killings of common crim¬ 
inals. Because he had hunted down 
two top guerrilla leaders years ago, the 
commissioner was, in effect, invulner¬ 
able. “To the military, this guy is like 
a four-star general,” a friend of mine 
who knows the situation well told me. 
“Nobody can touch him.” 

The whole question of arrests and 
of people disappearing is an acute 
embarrassment to the Geisel regime. 
When I was in Brasilia, I learned that 
the President had delayed a planned 
news conference because he antici¬ 
pated questions about the fate of twen¬ 
ty persons missing since the term of 
his predecessor, General Medici, and 
seven more who vanished last year— 
questions he apparently had no an¬ 
swers for. Still, the very fact that 
questions about torture may be asked 
publicly is quite a change in Brazil. 
During the electoral campaign, torture 
was openly discussed; such talk would 
have been unthinkable a year ago. 
When the new Congress convenes, 
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more questions will surely be raised by 
the aggressive young M.D.B. deputies, 
and now that ARENA no longer has a 
two-thirds majority in the Chamber, 
the opposition, with a little help from 
sympathetic deputies on the other side, 
may be able to set up commissions of 
inquiry to look into the sad state of 
civil rights in Brazil. 

O NE question the Geisel regime 
wanted an answer to through 
the elections—the November vote hav¬ 
ing clearly been something of a pleb¬ 
iscite on how, in the view of its citi¬ 
zens, Brazil has been functioning— 
pertained to the whole basic concept 
of the 1964 “revolution” and the 
quality of life it has established in the 
country. “We knew that Brazil was 
turning into a pressure cooker, and we 
wanted to let off some steam before 
it was too late—and to learn some¬ 
thing in the process,” one of Geisel’s 
associates told me. Inasmuch as the 
M.D.B. campaigned on a platform of 
social justice and a better distribution 
of the national wealth, the election re¬ 
sults suggested to the government that 
something might be wrong with its 
order of priorities. If, indeed, a new 
look is taken at the whole situation, 
there may be an even more substantial 
break with the past before very long. 

For the last ten years, the govern¬ 
ment’s official slogan has been “De¬ 
velopment with Security”—a reason¬ 
ably accurate description of the policy 
! of Brazilian and multinational com¬ 
panies under the umbrella of total 
political repression. This concept, inci¬ 
dentally, may explain why the coun¬ 
try’s big entrepreneurs were (and are) 
wholeheartedly for the dictatorship. 

I No questions were asked of the new 
millionaires. The result of this policy 
was the much advertised “Brazilian 
Miracle”—the annual growth rate 
of the gross national product hovered 
for years around a fantastic twelve 
per cent—with an attendant euphoria 
among those who profited from the 
boom. The new wealth was most evi¬ 
dent in the huge industrial complex 
around Sao Paulo, with its seven mil¬ 
lion inhabitants, and in other big cities, 
such as Rio, Belo Horizonte, and 
Brasilia. Everybody seemed to own a 
Brazilian-built automobile and a tele¬ 
vision set, and more and more rich 
Brazilians were joining the Jet Set. In 
Rio and Sao Paulo, luxury apartments 
sold for half a million dollars or more. 
But in the last year or so the boom 
has slowed down markedly, inflation 
has soared past the thirty-per-cent 
mark, and thoughtful people have be- 
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gun to realize that while the rich 
and the new middle class have pros¬ 
pered, the majority of the hundred 
and ten million Brazilians have not 
been cut in at all, and have gone on 
living in unrelieved misery. 

I saw evidence of this economic dis¬ 
tortion in Rio’s hillside favclns —slum 
shacks without running water or sew¬ 
erage systems and often without elec¬ 
tricity—which stand side by side with 
spectacular high-rise buildings, just as 
they did when, fifteen years ago, I 
lived in the former capital. This con¬ 
trast is understandable, given what 
critics of the regime have labelled 
“triumphalism”—something that goes 
way beyond mere ostentation on a 
colossal scale. It was presumably tri¬ 
umphalism that led the government 
to spend three hundred million dollars 
on a fabulous nine-mile bridge span¬ 
ning Guanabara Bay, between the sis¬ 
ter cities of Rio and Niteroi. The con¬ 
struction catered more to the Brazilian 
passion for the grandiose than to any 
real need, and most people still take 
cheap ferryboats across the bay rather 
than drive, for the one-way toll of a 
dollar and twenty-five cents discour¬ 
ages car traffic. Uncounted millions of 
dollars went into the digging of long 
tunnels through the granite of Rio’s 
mountains to decongest the maddening 
traffic, and this investment is thought 
of as probably necessary. Avenida At- 
lantica, the famous Copacabana seaside 
boulevard, was enlarged fivefold (and 
dressed up with a beautiful flowered 
median) to assist the huge flow of 
traffic to the residential districts. To 
make space for this enlargement, en¬ 
gineers moved the Copacabana beach 
four hundred yards out into the ocean 
along a two-mile curve by pouring 
millions of tons of sand into the waves 
to create a new shoreline. But precious 
little has been done for the morros — 
the hills where the poor dwell in their 
favelas —which foreign tourists find 
picturesque as they look out from the 
windows of the new super-hotels to 
starkly magnificent mountains in the 
distance. 

The spectre of misery is also evi¬ 
dent around Brasilia. There it takes the 
shape of mass migrations to the new 
Federal District from the drought- 
stricken Brazilian Northeast—the 
nation’s everlastingly cursed region, 
which has the highest birth rate and 
not nearly enough work available for 
most Nordestmos to make a living. 
So an unending flow of starved hu¬ 
manity streams to Brasilia. The mi¬ 
grants are kept out of the federal city 
itself but are allowed to settle in satel- 
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lite towns around Brasilia. The city, 
known as the Plano Piloto, or Pilot 
Plan, was designed by the architect and 
urban planner Liicio Costa in 1957, 
when President Juscelino Kubitschek 
decided to go ahead with the construc¬ 
tion of Brasilia on the empty savannas 
known as the Central Plateau. When 
Costa completed his design, the expec¬ 
tation was that the entire Federal Dis¬ 
trict, of twenty-two hundred square 
miles, would have a population of six 
hundred thousand by the end of the 
century. But Brasilia’s growth has 
been so fantastic that the population 
reached seven hundred and seventy 
thousand late in 1974—two hundred 
and fifty thousand people in the strictly 
controlled high-rise complexes and the 
villa residential districts of the Plano 
Piloto and the balance in the seven sat¬ 
ellite towns that have mushroomed 
around the city proper but inside the 
f ederal District. The N ordcstino mi¬ 
grants have arrived many times faster 
than the government can house them 
decently in the satellite towns. The 
most extraordinary example of this is 
Taguatinga, which grew in less than 
fifteen years from a single farmhouse 
to a community of two hundred and 
eighty thousand inhabitants. I drove to 
Taguatinga one recent morning to see 
what the authorities call the Campaign 
of Eradication of Invasions, or C.E.I., 
which is a highly ambitious program 
of constructing one- and two-family 
whitewashed brick dwellings for the 
migrants. The idea is to prevent the 
spread of squatter shacks, but it is im¬ 
possible to keep up with the pace of the 
migration, and Taguatinga goes on 
fighting a losing battle with the invad¬ 
ers. The upper section of the city is cov¬ 
ered, almost as far as the eye can see, 
with the white structures built for the 
migrants—there are now nearly two 
thousand such houses—and it is known 
as Ceilandia, the first three letters in 
the name being derived from “C.E.I.” 
The lower section looks like a fair¬ 
ly prosperous typical Brazilian inland 
town, with paved streets and attractive 
houses belonging to middle-class fami¬ 
lies who commute to work in Brasilia. 
But all around are the shacks that the 
Nordcstinos seem able to build in a few 
hours. File commuting between Ta¬ 
guatinga and Brasilia is so heavy that 
a new expressway is to be built soon to 
replace the present two-lane highway, 
where, according to Elmo Serejo Fa¬ 
rias, the Federal District’s overworked 
governor, there have been ninety-eight 
accidents in ninety days. 

People pour into Brasilia day and 
night from all directions: by road from 
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You can’t visit Tibet or China, but now 


BHUTAN 

a remarkably preserved civilization 


the satellite towns and from as far 
away as Rio, Sao Paulo, Belo Hori¬ 
zonte, and even Belem, in the Ama¬ 
zonian north; by railroad from the 
coast; and by plane from just about 
everywhere. Brasilia’s ultramodern In¬ 
ternational Airport handles round-the- 
clock four-airline jet shuttles from Rio 
and Sao Paulo, plus flights from other 
Brazilian cities and from New York, 
Caracas, Lima, and Buenos Aires. Giv¬ 
en the distance from the coast, Brasilia 
is essentially a jet-age city. (It takes 
eighty minutes to fly from Rio, and 
a bit longer from Sao Paulo.) The city 
is also spectacular. It offers some of 
the world’s most stunning and imagi¬ 
native modern architecture in its pub¬ 
lic buildings—the government palaces 
and glass-box ministries; the cathedral, 
built within sixteen gracefully curving 
concrete columns (five hundred tons 
of white Carrara marble were im¬ 
ported from Italy for its floor and low¬ 
er walls) ; and the National Theatre, 
which resembles a Mayan pyramid. 

Yet my own feeling is that Brasilia, 
in its way, is the coldest, most imper¬ 
sonal—even dehumanized—rcity that I 
have ever seen. It is so insanely func¬ 
tional that one wonders whether it was 
built for people or for automatons. 
Residents of the Plano Piloto live 
in identical “superquadra” complexes, 
each consisting of eleven six-story 
buildings. Each building houses about 
two hundred families, and each super¬ 
quadra has its own shopping center. 
This works out to twenty-two hundred 
families (ten thousand human beings) 
in each wholly integrated and virtually 
self-sufficient superquadra concrete vil¬ 
lage. The superquadras occupy the two 
wings of the city’s airplane design— 
eighty in the south wing and sixty-four 
in the north wing, with sixteen more 
still under construction there. When 
they are completed, the population of 
the Plano Piloto will reach the pre¬ 
scribed total of three hundred and fifty 
thousand families. The two wings are 
beautifully landscaped, and the build¬ 
ings sit among vast expanses of green¬ 
ery. Flowers abound. The view from 
the apartment buildings is quite lovely 



There is in the foothills of the Himalayas 
a small kingdom called Bhutan. Today, 
it is almost the only place left where the 
remarkable Tibetan culture still thrives 
in its native habitat. This tiny kingdom 
has opened its doors to those few who 
in the past have found this marvellous 
world beyond reach. Here is a country 
filled with treasures and relics dating 
way back in history. Here is a country 
filled with verdant valleys and sun¬ 
drenched streams below the snowy 


peaks of the Himalayas. Here is a king¬ 
dom endowed with beautiful, friendly 
people whose customs have been un¬ 
touched by western man. Only a small 
number of tourists may be accommo¬ 
dated this year and we suggest you re¬ 
serve your space at once. Write Lindblad 
Travel for information. 
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at night, when all the city lights go on. 
But, curiously, Oscar Niemeyer, the 
best-known Brazilian architect, who 
designed every important structure in 
Brasilia, failed to equip the superquadra 
apartments with balconies, as if to 
avoid any external sign of life in his 
buildings. 

Signs of life are, in fact, what are 
chiefly missing in Brasilia. Looking 
out my hotel window, in midtown, I 
could see cars and buses speeding along 
the wide avenues and overpasses and 
in and out of underpasses. The whole 
road system eliminates intersections, 
but it also does away with pedestrians. 
Except in the superquadra shopping 
centers and the midtown center in the 
“hotel sector” (Brasilia is neatly di¬ 
vided into hotel, banking, office, hos¬ 
pital, cultural, and other sectors, in 
addition to the ministerial and embassy 
rows), nobody walks in Brasilia. Be¬ 
cause of the great open spaces, every¬ 
thing is too far for walking with a pur¬ 
pose, and the idea of strolling has 
simply not caught on here. It would al¬ 
most seem out of character. One of the 
things that bothered me most in Bra¬ 
silia was the system of street addresses. 
A typical address I picked at random in 
the telephone directory was “SQS-306 
blD ap 505.” This reads like a com¬ 
puter printout, but it means that the 
person lives in South Wing Super¬ 
quadra No. 306, Building D, Apart¬ 
ment 505. It is probably impossible 
to get lost in Brasilia if one glances 
at a map, but the city offers no chal¬ 
lenge. It’s too orderly, and, as a friend 
of mine remarked, “too totalitarian.” 
So after fifteen years of existence Bra¬ 
silia provides no sense of personal 
identity. Everybody seems to belong 
elsewhere. The Cariocas hang out 
with each other and rush back to Rio 
at every opportunity, and the Paulistas 
rush back to Sao Paulo. Brasilia now 
has its own soccer team, but the team 
has virtually no fans. People still root 
for their home-town clubs back in Rio 
or Sao Paulo or elsewhere. Still, life is 
not altogether unpleasant. Those who 
are well off—top government officials 
and diplomats—belong to sailing and 
tennis clubs. Others can take weekend 
trips to surrounding waterfalls and 
have picnics in grottoes. Unfortunate¬ 
ly, the vast artificial Paranoa Lake, 
wrapped around Brasilia’s eastern 
shore, is so polluted that swimming 
there is impossible. 

Nothing, however, seems to erode 
the Brazilians’ warmth and their joy 
in life—not the coldness of Brasilia, 
not the ten years of dictatorship. The 
sense of humor remains intact even 



One of the distinct charms 
attendant to a stay at the 
Copley Plaza is Beethoven. 

While in Boston for business or pleasure, 
do try to attend a performance of the 
Boston Symphony Orchestra. And, 
of course, do stay at the Copley Plaza. 
Because to stay in Boston is to stay 
at the Copley Plaza. 

THE COPLEY PLAZA 

COPLEY SQUARE BOSTON MASSACHUSETTS 0?116 

For reservations, call toll free, 
800-225-7654, 
or your travel agent. 

OPERATED BY HOTELS OF DISTINCTION, INC. 



Two 18-hole golf courses (1 championship, 
1 lighted executive). Gourmet wining and 
dining. Luxurious guest rooms. Tennis courts. 
Meeting facilities. Scottish baronial atmos¬ 
phere. Open year round. Near airports and 
arterial expressways. Write for brochure: 
Ralph F. McEntyre, General Manager, Pal¬ 
metto Expressway at N.W. 154 Street, Miami 
Lakes Florida 33014 or call Miami 


(305) 821-1150. 

(iSUMiami Lakes Inn 

idly & Country Club 


Blueberry Hill Farm 


An exquisite, expensive country inn 


CHILMARK, MASS 02535-617-645-2643 

Season June 21-Sept. 15 






























THE NEW YORKER 


87 




in this strange capital. Every day, 
there is a new anti-regime joke, usual¬ 
ly unprintable, and Brazilian optimism 
remains incurable. When a major oil 
find was made off the coast of the 
state of Rio de Janeiro just about elec¬ 
tion time—it gave the Geisel govern¬ 
ment a useful psychological boost—a 
newspaper cartoon proclaimed, “Allah 
is a Brazilian.” If the offshore strike 
is as promising as the experts think, 
Brazil may become self-sufficient in 
oil in five years or so and stop depend¬ 
ing on imports from the Middle East, 
which, at current prices, contributed 
importantly to this year’s seven-billion- 
dollar deficit in the balance of pay¬ 
ments and to the damaging rate of in¬ 
flation. In the meantime, Brazil and 
the Geisel government face a trying 
period, for reasons ranging from the 
economic situation to growing social 
unrest and the inevitable consequences 
of the November electoral experiment. 
Men like Finance Minister Simonsen 
are increasingly concerned with the 
problem of the quality of life in Brazil, 
and with its political implications, now 
that the earlier euphoria is wearing off. 
President Geisel must maintain a bal¬ 
ance between the pressures for further 
liberalization and the suspicions of the 
hard-line military leaders and their 
business allies. None of this will be 
easy, but at least the first fresh political 
breeze in ten years is blowing over the 
vastness of Brazil. — Tad Szulc 


In 1973, the publishing company bor¬ 
rowed $2.6-million “in additional funds 
for operations,” compared with the $15- 
million for musical instruments. How¬ 
ever, during 1974, a “substantial invest¬ 
ment” in new reading and mathematics 
programs for the school market increased 
borrowing needs. Sources say these de¬ 
velopment costs came to about $12- 
million. 

“I wanted to contain our risk so that 
our borrowings in 1975 will be no great¬ 
er than in 1974,” Mr. Hagel said. 

The clearest thing about a conglom¬ 
erate like Macmillan during a monetary 
crisis seems to be that it has to run fast¬ 
er and faster just to stay in place. And 
even that may not be fast enough. 

— The Times. 

And in the confusion they can’t even 
find their copy of “Walden.” 

ANSWERS TO HARD QUESTIONS 

Suppose you’re outside playing with a 
puppy and it licks your mother and face. 
Should you immediately run inside and 
wash your face?— Dr. P. J. Steincrohris 
column in the IV aterbury (Conn.) Re¬ 
publican. 

Certainly not. Run inside and wash 
your mother. 
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We will be guests at the homes and cas¬ 
tles of great historic interest. And we 
will be accompanied by archaeologists 
who will tell us about the times when 
the Romans and Vikings invaded these 
islands. The M/S Lindblad Explorer , 


operated in the famed tradition of the 
Swedish American Line, will be your 
comfortable floating hotel. She will put 
you ashore in coves and inlets where no 
cruising vessels have ever appeared. 
And while we still have space available, 
we would suggest you write us for fur¬ 
ther information. 
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